St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720
715-855-1294
www.stmarys-altoona.com

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road
Fall Creek, WI 54742
715-877-3400
www.straymond.us

Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Ascension of the Lord | May 24, 2020
Weekly Mass Schedule
Masses are Live on St. Mary and
St Raymond Facebook Pages
Sat., May 23
Sun., May 24

Mon., May 25
Tue., May 26
Wed., May 27
Thu., May 28
Fri., May 29
Sat., May 30
Sun., May 31

May 23 through May 31
8:00a † Angela Mroczenski
8:00a † Richard & Barbara Puglisi
8:00a † Martin Syring
9:00a SM & SR Parishioners
8:00a † Samuel David Introwitz
8:00a † Ray & Joan Ruiz
8:00a † Cindy Wogernese
8:00a † Teresa Thorson
8:00a † Elmer Syring
8:00a † Bob Sires
† Members of Pozek Family
8:00a † Gary Prasnicki
8:00a † Albert Schultheiss
9:00a SM & SR Parishioners

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Beginning week of May 24
Drive up confessions Offered Saturdays at St. Mary
Drive up confession Offered Thursdays at St. Raymond

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Adoration Tuesday at St. Mary 5:00-9:00p
Adoration Thursday at St. Raymond of Peñafort 5:00-9:00p

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
smcommcoord@gmail.com by the prior Sunday and inserts
by the prior Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Living Torches
The emperor Nero was a troubled soul. In
A.D. 64, following the great fire that destroyed much of Rome, he cast the blame
on the Christians and put many of them to
death. The Roman historian Tacitus paints
a disturbing picture: “Some of the Christians were crucified and set on fire at the
end of the day, as torches to illumine the
night. Nero kept his gardens for this spectacle, hiding among the crowd, dressed as a charioteer.” One can
imagine the delight the devil took that day.
But the devil cannot create. He can only twist or pervert the good
things God makes, attempting to mock his Creator’s good designs. God can always untangle the devil’s knots, not only restoring things to their original goodness, but even bringing forth new
and unimagined blessings.
As we approach Pentecost, those early Christian martyrs in
Nero’s gardens can become a holy icon of our life in the Holy
Spirit. If we allow ourselves to be crucified with Christ, if we surrender our hearts and undergo that dying and rising with Him,
we can be set ablaze with the fire of the Holy Spirit. We can become living torches who light up the night of this world, bringing
comfort, joy, and peace to all around us.
Do not quench the fire of the Holy Spirit. That is Paul’s exhortation to the Thessalonians. The Holy Spirit is to be a flame constantly ablaze within us, drawing in and consuming all the lesser
flames of our disordered and unruly passions.
When we were confirmed, many of us learned about the 7 Gifts
of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude,
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. They are easily misunderstood. Well-meaning catechists tend to use gimmicks or clichés
to attempt to make them interesting. The deeper truth is that
those gifts are perfective (seven being the biblical number of perfection). When they are activated in us, we are truly possessed by
the Holy Spirit. He becomes the primary agent, and we are cooperators.
Without the gifts of the Holy Spirit taking over, even the best
parts of ourselves will get in the way. There is that wonderful
scene at the end of “Revelation,” a short story by Flannery
O’Connor. The main character, the self-satisfied Ruby Turpin,
discovers she is not quite so Christian as she had thought. Furious
at God and not wanting to take an honest look at herself, she
screams out to Him, “Who do you think you are?” In response,
she has a vision. The twilight cloud in the sky overlooking the
field is set ablaze, almost like a fiery bridge into heaven. Leading
the procession are many of the kinds of people she would least
expect to find in the Kingdom. By contrast, her own kind, the rule
-following and decent kind, are the last and the least. And “she
could see by their shocked and altered faces that even their virtues were being burned away.”
Our self-regulated attempts at virtue and holiness, our managing
and controlling, protecting and striving, tend to quench that fire
of the Holy Spirit.
So does codependency. Christian churches are often full of do-

gooders who will jump in to help others with their problems, but
resist being vulnerable and receptive themselves. Remember the
story of the five foolish virgins, who ran out of fuel for their
lamps – in contrast to the wise virgins, who kept their lamps wellstocked, so that they could burn brightly at the coming of the
bridegroom. If we do not learn how to receive vulnerably, if we
do not abide in the Lord and depend daily upon him, the fire of
divine love within us will burn out. Yes, we are called to give and
share, but it is the Holy Spirit that is given and the Holy Spirit that
is shared. The work does not depend on us. We need only cooperate and yield.

In God’s mercy, he will offer us many invitations to surrender.
Most of the time, the invitation comes in that still small voice,
gently inviting us into communion. Yes, occasionally the invitation may come à la Flannery O’Connor, in the form of a violent
interruption or intrusion. Moments of crisis can become moments of great opportunity. There is also the very human factor
that some of us have to hit rock bottom before we will even think
about surrendering. God knows what we need and deeply desires
us to be aided by the Holy Spirit.
In whatever fashion those graces come, there is no avoiding the
Paschal mystery. We are crucified with Christ in order to rise with
him. That victory needs to be extended to every part of our
heart. That death with Christ opens up a space for the new life of
the Holy Spirit. It is only when we give all over to God and approach him with empty hands that he can truly fill us. That includes the shameful and feeble parts of our heart that we would
rather keep hidden away. It includes our most noble and virtuous
parts, which are not quite as amazing as we would like to think. It
includes every part of us. Then the Holy Spirt can truly take over.
We can burn brightly as God’s living torches.
As we approach Pentecost, like those disciples in the cenacle, we
join with the Virgin Mary in prayer and beg the Lord to set us
ablaze with the Holy Spirit. May we all become his living torches,
shining for the world to see.

Thank you to Fr. Sakowski and Fr. Sedlacek
who have used their personal phones and
our parishes’ Facebook pages to live stream
the Mass to us every day since the Stay at
Home order began. What a blessing it has
been to see Mass each and every day!

Like and follow us!

Saint Mary Parish
Church Building Open
St. Mary’s Church building remains open
from 9:00a to 9:00p every day for private
prayer. Please only 9 people in the
Church at a time and at least 6 feet apart.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is on Tuesday 5:009:00p. Please follow social distancing.

Confessions
Beginning the week of May
24 drive-up Confessions are
offered on Saturdays from
10:00a-12:00p. Pull up to
Father, remain in your car and turn off
engine.

Online Giving
As we find new ways to do everything,
your weekly offering will need to make its
way to your parish in a new way too. You
can to go St. Mary’s website and click on
the online giving tab. It is quick and easy!

Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer request
to Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net .

Diocesan Annual Appeal
We are within $1,000 of meeting our
2019-2020 Diocesan Goal. This goal
needs to be met by the end of June. To
all who have contributed, thank you so
much. Lets pull together to reach the last
$1000.

General

St. Mary’s Parish Staff

We need your help!

Parish Email

 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Evangelization & Faith Formation
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Faith Formation Coordinator
Maria Ricciardi
715-855-1294, x 106
 FaithFormationSM@gmail.com

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 715-855-1294, x 140
 frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Maintenance
Charles Thurner
715-855-1294, x 141
 Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com

St. Mary’s School

715-830-2278

Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Prayer During Coronavirus Pandemic
O clement, O loving, O sweet Mother
Mary, We, your children of every nation,
Turn to you in this pandemic.
Our troubles are numerous; our fears are
great. Grant that we might deposit them
at your feet, Take refuge in your
Immaculate Heart,
And obtain peace, healing, rescue, and
timely help in all our needs.
You are our Mother.
Pray for us to your Son.
Amen.
Taken from the Morning Offering

Supporting Your Church
THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who has
continued to support our parishes
through your weekly offering!
We have had a good response even
though we have not been in Church together! If you have questions about how
you can get your offering to Church,
please feel free to call
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults.......................................$5,335.00
Offertory (Plate) ........................... $25.00
Total Envelope & Plate .......... $5,360.00
Capital Campaign ......................... $20.00

We have realized over the
past few weeks that the
opportunity to Live Stream
Masses has been a great
blessing. It is our hope that
in person Masses will begin
again in the next few weeks,
but there will still be many
parishioners who won’t be
able to attend because of
age, or health, or are residents in nursing homes.
Currently cell phones have
been used but it would be
better and less distracting to
have permanent
equipment. The cost will be approximately $5,000 per parish. If you feel this is something you can help with
please contact the parish
office or drop an envelope
off saying “live stream”.
Thank you for your help in
supporting this project for
those who cannot be with
us in Church!
Check out Formed for great Catholic content. Download the app of go online at
formed.org

Information
Readings for May 24
Ascension of the Lord
First Reading:
Acts of the Apostles: 1: 1-11
Second Reading:
Ephesians: 1:17-23
Gospel:
Matthew: 28:19a, 20b
(God seated Jesus at his right
hand in the heavens.)

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Church Building Open
St. Raymond’s Church building is open
from 9:00a to 9:00p every day for private
prayer. Please only 9 people in the
Church at a time and at least 6 feet apart.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday 5:009:00p. Please follow social distancing.

Parish Secretary
Carla Kostka
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com
Jackie Minor
218-349-4877
 smcommcoord@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Confessions
Beginning the week of
May 24 drive-up Confessions are offered on Thursday evenings from 7:009:00p. Pull up to Father, remain in your
car and turn off engine.

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)

Online Giving

Parish offices will be closed
on Monday, May 25.
Have a safe Memorial Day!

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

As we find new ways to do everything,
your weekly offering will need to make its
way to your parish in a new way too. Visit
St. Raymond’s website and click on the
online giving tab. It is quick and easy!

Carla Kostka
715-225-7419
 kostkacarla@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Prayer Chain

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents should request the
baptism of their infants at least two
months prior to the anticipated date of
baptism. A class for parents is required. See your parish website for
more information, to download forms,
and to see upcoming baptismal class
dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of the Sacrament
of Marriage should contact the pastor
at the time of formal engagement or at
least six months prior to the anticipated
date of marriage.
Anointing of the Sick: Those who are
seriously ill or have been sick for a long
period of time should receive the
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one of the parish
offices to make arrangements.

Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

No Internet Connection?
If you have slow or no internet connection you can listen to Relevant Radio on
1050AM. They have daily Mass at noon
each day, the Divine Mercy Chaplet at
3:00p and the Rosary at 7:00p each evening. Sunday Mass is on TV-18 at 9:30a.

Supporting Your Church
THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who has
continued to support our parishes
through your weekly offering!
We have had a good response even
though we have not been in Church together! If you have questions about how
you can get your offering to Church,
please feel free to call
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week

Our Lady, Health of
the Sick, Pray for Us.

Adults .................................... $3,305.00
Plate............................................. $64.00
Total Envelope and Plate ........$3369.00
Capital Campaign .................... $2,340.00

Staff Changes
We would like to welcome Carla Kostka to her new role of Secretary at St. Raymond of
Peñafort. Office hours will be Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00a-12:00p. Email and
phone will be checked more often. Carla will continue her current role of Pastoral Outreach at both St. Mary and St. Raymond of Peñafort.
We also extend our heartfelt thanks to Julie Graaskamp for all of the amazing things
she has done as Secretary in the past two and a half years. Her kind and caring manner, and attention to detail have been of great benefit to our parishioners. We are
thankful Julie is willing to continue as a volunteer decorating the church.

Coming Back Together

We look forward to the day (soon we hope) when we can gather together in
Church to celebrate the Mass. Things will look a bit different and we wanted to
begin sharing that information with you.
 The faithful should be aware that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass
remains dispensed until further notice.
 Public Mass will be celebrated on Sunday (or Saturday evening) only.
 Attendance at each individual Mass is limited to 25 percent of occupancy
with proper social distancing unless the local or state authorities have
implemented a more stringent order. Pastors, with the help of ushers
or volunteers, must not allow more than the permitted number to
enter the Church.
 There will be no hymnals and pews will be roped off for social distancing.
 The Narthex and Gathering Space will be emptied out, and there will be no
gathering of people before or after Mass.
 There will be no Presentation of Gifts and the Sign of Peace will be
omitted completely
 You under no obligation to receive Communion
These are just a few changes and more information will be coming through
emails and our website. Reminder that no one should come to Church if he or
she is feeling ill or have a fever. We will continue to live stream Mass for those
unable to attend.

