St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720
715-855-1294
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E10455 Mallard Road
Fall Creek, WI 54742
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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of
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The Most Holy Trinity | June 7, 2020
Weekly Mass Schedule
June 6 through June 14
9:00a SM
† Janet Papach
4:00p SM
† Daniel Redlich
6:00p SR
† LeMere Family
8:30a SR
Priest Intention
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p SM
† Anayeli Garcia Ocotl
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Henry Truog
8:00a SM
† Albert Schultheiss
8:00a SR
† Bill Ries
8:00a SM
† Anton & Mary Schneider
4:00p SM
† Paul C & Clara Bauer
6:00p SR
Alvira Michaelson
8:30a SR
† James Whalen
11:00a SM
† Bernice Bauer
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sat., Jun. 6

Sun., Jun. 7

Mon., Jun. 8
Tue., Jun. 9
Wed., Jun. 10
Thurs. Jun. 11
Fri., Jun. 12
Sat., Jun. 13
Sun., Jun. 14

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00-9:00p
10:00a-12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

7:00-9:00p
7:00-9:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
“All You Need is…”
May the peace of Jesus Christ be with
you! I remember as a kid that there were
a few names that I never wanted to be
called. But probably the worst was
“Scaredy cat!” Maybe this is an especially
acute experience for boys (who often are
taught that it is not acceptable to “be
weak”), but I never wanted others
(especially if they were my siblings) to
perceive me as afraid, even if I was truly terrified! One thing that
I have been noticing the last few weeks is just how fearful so
many of us are at this time. And also fearful of being seen as fearfilled!
“But Father,” you may say, “I am not really afraid. What are you
talking about?” What I am talking about is the high emotions and
anxiety that seems to be engulfing the world around us. This time
of pandemic has been difficult, and many of us are only now
coming to terms with the immensity of it all. With regards to
Church, Mass, faith, being cautious about the virus, and
“reopening” the economy, our fellow brothers and sisters in our
parish communities are all over the place. Some are afraid, admittedly or not, of the virus itself; either of contracting it or of
carrying it to someone that they love who is vulnerable. Others,
who may have no such fear of the virus itself, are afraid of economic loss, of losing their job, of abuse of government power, of
being deprived of the Sacraments and fellowship, and many other things. Many of us are worried about what this whole situation
will mean for the future of our parishes, our Church, and passing
on our Catholic Faith. Probably the one thing that we ALL are
often afraid of is the future and its many unknowns. St. Thomas
Aquinas defines fear as the passion (or emotion) which arises
when we perceive a future evil or suffering that surpasses our
power to overcome or resist (see Summa Theologiae Ia-IIae, Q41,
A4). We all are thinking about potential future trials in our lives
which seem difficult or impossible to overcome. One specific fear
that St. Thomas mentions is the one that regards future misfortunes that are unforeseen (or dare I say, “unprecedented”). This
fear he calls “anxiety.”
All that to say, is that when I hear or read a very strong or emotional opinion or critique about how someone in government, or
medicine, or the Church is handling all this, I have recognized
that very often a deep fear lurks behind it.
What is the solution to all this fear? St. John tells us in his 1 st
Letter: “There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear
because fear has to do with punishment, and so one who fears is
not yet perfect in love. We love because he first loved us” (1 John
4:18-19). Fear has to do with anticipating future evils (or bad
things, or “punishment”). Love drives out that anxiety because
when we are loved and when we love, lover and beloved are
united. When we are loved by God and love God in return, we
live in Him and He lives in us. And He, unlike us, can and will
overcome, in the end, all evils, misfortunes, sufferings, and trials.
When we love others with God’s love, then we drive out fear

from our hearts and the hearts of others.
It is not that we should be dismissive nor should we minimize the
enormity of our personal or global situations. Personal and social
responsibility and duty demands we carefully calculate and address current or possible dangers. The issue is (and this existed
plenty before the pandemic) when we allow fear to be the primary driving force of our thoughts, words, and actions (or inaction).
Fr. Sakowski gave a stellar homily this past weekend for Pentecost on how the Holy Spirit comforts us in our distress and heals
our wounds. He is the Consoler who brings peace in the midst of
our fears. He does not always take all our difficulties away, but
comforts us and strengthens us in the midst of them (think of St.
Paul, St. Stephen, and all the martyrs!). Today we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Holy Trinity. The Creator of all has revealed Himself to us as an eternal communion of love consisting in three
Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He desires us all to share in
that communion of love with Him and with all people. Now more
than ever, we need to treat others, especially our family members and our fellow parishioners with great kindness and patience. I encourage us to all examine our hearts and identify what
are fears are at this time. Then let us be understanding when
someone expresses their fears to us, even if we do not share
those same fears! And when we fail, let’s be quick to ask for forgiveness, and quick to forgive those who hurt or offend us. No
matter your fears, God loves you.
I hope these words offer you hope and encouragement in the
midst of many fears, especially as we begin to come back together for Sunday Mass at our beloved parishes and encounter others
who are dealing with fears that may be different than our own.
“We love because He first loved us.” If so, then let us pray that
the Holy Spirit fills each of our hearts with the fire of His love, a
love which drives out the stifling power of fear and has the power to unite all of us in His Body.

Saint Mary and St. Raymond’s Parishes
Parish News - St. Mary’s
Church Building Open
St. Mary’s Church building will be open
from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday through
Friday, for private prayer. Please only 9
people in the Church at a time and at
least 6 feet apart.
Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is Tuesday 5:009:00p. Please follow social distancing.
Confessions
Drive-up Confessions are offered on Saturdays from 10:00a-12:00p. Pull up to
Father, remain in your car and turn off
engine.
Diocesan Annual Appeal
We are $391 from meeting our goal! This
goal needs to be met by the end of June.
Please consider giving if you have not and
help us finish this campaign!

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who
is homebound and would like
Holy Communion brought to
them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer request to Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net .

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Email

 stmarypar@gmail.com

Evangelization & Faith Formation
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Faith Formation Coordinator
Maria Ricciardi
715-855-1294, x 106
 FaithFormationSM@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 715-855-1294, x 140
 frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Maintenance
Charles Thurner
715-855-1294, x 141
 Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
 Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)
Carla Kostka
715-225-7419
 kostkacarla@gmail.com

Readings for April 12
Most Holy Trinity
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Corinthians: 13: 11-13

Gospel:
John: 3: 16-18
(God sent his Son)
Help Needed
As we once again are gathering on Saturday and Sunday at Mass, we are in need
of volunteers to help with sanitizing the
Church building before and after the
Masses. This takes only about a half and
hour and you will be directed by staff
members as to how to do it safely. Please
contact Tom Falbo for St. Raymond’s at
715-878-4767, or Jacqueline Van Hemert
for St. Mary’s at 715-855-1294 ext. 106 if
you wish to help with this important job.
Most sanitizing will happen right before
and right after the Masses, but Tom and
Jacqueline can let you know when the
cleaning times can happen. Thank you!

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .................................... $6,200.00
Easter Offering ........................... $50.00
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $629.25
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $6,879.25
Capital Campaign .................... $425.00
Thank you!

Supporting Your Church
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who
has continued to support our parishes
through your weekly offering! We have
had a good response even though we have
not been in Church together! If you have
questions about how you can get your
offering to Church, please feel free to call
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ......................................$4,225.00
Easter Offering .............................$60.00
Plate ...........................................$134.45
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $4,419.45
Capital Campaign .......................$405.00
Thank you!

Parish News - St. Raymond’s
Church Building Open
St. Raymond’s Church building will be
open from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday
through Friday for private prayer. Please
only 9 people in the Church at a time and
at least 6 feet apart.
Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday 5:009:00p. Please follow social distancing.
Confessions
Drive-up Confessions are offered on
Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p. Pull up to
Father, remain in your car and turn off
engine.
Diocesan Annual Appeal
We are $3,000 from meeting our goal.
Please help us meet our last remaining
figure or the parish will need to pay the
Diocese at the end of June. Thank you!

Join Us at Mass!
Check out St. Mary’s or St. Raymond’s
FaceBook page to watch daily Mass livestreamed at 8:00a!

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Carla Kostka
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Office Manager (SR & SM)
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Kaylee Peikert
715-855-1294 , x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Information for Safely Returning to Mass
Public Mass AND Social Distancing
As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID-19 from spreading,
while also respecting emotional and spiritual needs. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Right
here in Eau Claire County we have had 27 new cases of COVID-19 in the last 7 days. Any of us could be carrying the disease without knowing it.
As we gather for Pentecost Mass, we will be taking appropriate precautions:

(1) No Obligation. All of us are dispensed from our obligation to attend Sunday Mass - probably for several
weeks. No one is obliged to come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are
at risk, please be safe!
(2) Sanitizing the Church. The Church will be locked until our trained volunteers finish sanitizing. The doors will
open approximately one hour before Mass. Any line outside will be kept with social distancing.
(3) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands. Our own volunteers will be wearing masks and washing hands - for
your protection and for the protection of all the people you will come in contact with. We also encourage you
to follow the recommendation of the Catholic Medical Association and the Center for Disease Control by wearing a mask. But that is up to you. Whatever your own personal feelings about masks, please do not let something so simple as a piece of cloth cause you to cast judgment on a brother or sister in Christ.
(4) Socially Distanced Seating. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25%
capacity, and will keep each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50-70
people will fit safely in the church. If more than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to
the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, and where they can participate via live stream
and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.
(5) Limited Ministries. For now, we will not be scheduling servers or readers or extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion. The priests and deacon will play those roles, so as to limit breathing and touching in the sanctuary
to our one household.
(6) Communion Precautions. Only the priest or deacon will distribute Holy Communion. He will wear a mask
during that time, for your protection. The communion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait.
Hand sanitizer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister.
(7) Holding Off on Congregational Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs
much like coughing or sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one-person singing for now. One step at
a time.
(8) Stationary Offertory Basket. We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way
into church or on the way out.
(9) Dismissal After Mass. When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There
will not be the opportunity to stay after Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can
lock the church and allow our cleaning crew to sanitize everything.
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This week on Formed.org we offer a movie for movie night. St. Anthony of Padua, known for helping us find
lost things, was known for so much more. His powerful preaching and miracles won countless souls for
Christ. The film St. Anthony, Miracle Worker of Padua, beautifully portrays the power of his preaching,
love for the poor and oppressed, and the wonders of his miracles.
Saint Anthony: Miracle Worker of Padua
"This is the first major feature length drama on the life of St. Anthony of Padua, the beloved miracle worker and one of the most popular
saints in Christian history. Made in Italy with top-notch acting talent, and superb cinematography, this is an outstanding film on the
amazing life of St. Anthony. It presents Anthony as a dynamic and appealing person who sacrificed wealth, popularity, and family for the
Kingdom of God.
Born into a Portuguese noble family in 1195, Anthony defied his father's wishes that he become a knight and, instead, followed the call
of God to become a monk, eventually joining the Franciscans as a follower of St. Francis of Assisi. Anthony became renowned for his
powerful preaching and his miracles that won countless souls to Christ. The film follows his travels through Italy, his mission to Morocco,
and his meeting with St. Francis. It beautifully portrays the power of his preaching, the holiness of his life, his love for the poor and oppressed, and the wonders of his miracles. Actor Daniele Liotti gives a truly memorable inspiring and performance as St. Anthony."

Every Parish Family Has Unlimited Access to Life-Changing Catholic Content!
This service is provided FREE to you by your Parish and your Knight’s of Columbus!

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: Go to www.FORMED.org
You should see the registration box for parishioners. Type the parish code listed below.
Set up a username and a password. Now you are all set to use all the great programs on
FORMED.org anytime by simply logging in.

FORMED.org/register

Enter Parish Code: JR6NZW

If you have any questions please contact: Marianne Callaghan at St. Raymond’s

