
St. Mary 
1812 Lynn Avenue 
Altoona, WI  54720    

715-855-1294  
 www.stmarys-altoona.com 

 

St. Raymond of Peñafort 
E10455 Mallard Road  
Fall Creek, WI  54742  

715-877-3400  
www.straymond.us 

Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of  

ST. MARY&  ST. RAYMOND 
OF PEÑAFORT  

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | June 28, 2020  

Vol. 5 • No. 26    FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand. 

Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

June 27 through July 5 
Sat., Jun. 27 4:00p SM † Conny Carisch 
 6:00p  SR † Lewis Ressel 
Sun., Jun. 28 8:30a  SR † Frances Bohl 
 11:00a SM † Joseph & Anna Herb 
 1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Jun. 29 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jun. 30 8:00a SR † Henry Truog 
Wed., Jul. 1  8:00a SM Jonathon & Donna 
           Sydorowicz 
Thu., Jul. 2 8:00a SR † Henry Truog 
Fri., Jul. 3 9:00a SM † Caro Wogernese 
Sat., Jul. 4 4:00p SM † Conny Carisch 
 6:00p SR † Diane Beidel 
Sun., Jul. 5 8:30a SR † Andy Pipkorn 
 11:00a SM † Bernice Bauer 
 1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  7:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–9:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

The Tree that Holds the Nest 

Ongoing insights from the sermons of 
Saint Sharbel (1828-1898). 

For birds, nest building is a matter of secu-
rity, survival, and nurturing. They instinc-
tively seek out a secure location and then 
diligently gather materials to prepare a 
home in which they can hatch, nourish, 
and protect their young. 

We humans have a similar instinct, both 
for ourselves and for those in our care. We are hardwired for 
survival, and we have a deep need to feel safe and secure. Ideal-
ly, those needs are met in our early and vulnerable stages in life. 
Through healthy relationships, intimate nurturing, and appropri-
ate protecting, we learn to trust God vulnerably and be secure in 
his protection and love. Unfortunately, many of us have a differ-
ent story, and continue to struggle with insecurity well into our 
adult lives. 

Sometimes we can become so intensely focused on our frenzied 
nest building that we forget all about the tree that holds the 
nest. 

One mistake is to pick the wrong tree! Animals sometimes build 
their nests in funny places – especially when baffled by the shape 
and texture of human structures. A year ago my mother kept 
sending us photos of the duck that had decided to build its nest 
beneath her water meter, right outside the living room and just 
two feet from the driveway. In this case, my mom, sister, and 
nephews were all quite interested in helping protect the duck-
lings. In other cases, picking the wrong nesting place is fatal for 
all concerned. 

We humans easily build our nest in artificial places – food or 
drink, status, wealth, luxury, entertainment, sexual gratification, 
social media (or the image we project on social media), and so 
forth. These surrogate trees feel safe to us in the moment, but 
they are artificial substitutes for the only thing that can bring true 
human security and nurture – healthy relationships, beginning 
with God the Father. 

Even as disciples of Jesus, we can get so unduly focused on our 
nest that we forget all about the tree that holds the nest. Sharbel 
exhorts us, “Care for the tree with the same care that you devote 
to the nest. Just as you take charge of your nests, take charge of 
your trees also. Care for the roots, the trunk, the branches, and 
the leaves.” 

Sharbel gently reminds us of the importance of putting God’s 
Kingdom first in every aspect of our life. If the branches of the 
tree are healthy and full, our nest will have plenty of protection. 
We do not need to exert so much energy and wear ourselves out 
building high walls around our nest. 

Parents worry a great deal about the safety and security of their 
children – especially in this age of “helicopter parenting” or (my 
personal favorite) Zamboni parenting. Sharbel reminds parents 
that giving our children Jesus and Heaven is far more important: 

“You must give life to your children. Now, there is no life except 
in Christ. So offer them Christ! But if he is not in you, it will be 
difficult for you to give him to them. If you do not sanctify your-
selves, how do you think you will sanctify your children?” 

There are parallel truths at the level of a parish family. How many 
of the feverish activities in a typical American parish are really 
about connecting us with Jesus and helping our children fall in 
love with Jesus? How many of our parishes are dying because 
individuals and groups are so concerned with guarding their 
nests that they fail to notice how rotten or dead the tree has be-
come? 

I take the same challenges to heart as a priest, as I celebrate my 
17th anniversary this weekend. Looking back over the years, I can 
think of many moments in which I was far more concerned with 
“nest building” than with abiding in the love of Jesus. In the early 
years, I plunged into all sorts of pastoral busyness, often finding 
that I had missed my allotted meditation time or was praying the 
entire Divine Office at 11pm (or later). The Lord gently and per-
sistently invited me to depend on him and to put prayer first. 
Without it, I am nothing. 

I have vastly improved my prayer habits, but I still struggle often 
with ungodly self-reliance or self-protection. God has placed me 
and my nest in a mighty tree by flowing waters. If I allow that 
tree to abide by the waters and grow, not only will my nest find 
protection in those strong branches, so will thousands of others. 
It is sometimes hard to believe in the depths of my heart that 
God will provide and protect. It takes so much surrender and 
humility to trust his branches; it feels so much easier to return to 
frenzied nest building – or (at more selfish moments) simply to 
bury myself in my nest and ignore everyone and everything. 

God wills for us to tend to the tree that holds our nest. If the 
branches are rotting, we may need to ask for help from wise peo-
ple in our life. We may need to seek spiritual remedies such as 
prayer, sacraments, fasting, or penance. 

Often, we need to go to the roots of the tree. If the soil and the 
roots are unsound, the whole tree is in danger. Getting to the 
roots takes determination and courage. As Sharbel explains, “the 
work of taking root is hidden, it will not appear, and it requires 
effort and asceticism.” We have to be willing to die to ourselves. 
We often need to simplify our nest! 

Nest building is part of life, but the Lord invites us to turn our 
attention to the tree that holds our nest. It puts all of our efforts 
into proper perspective. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



St. Mary and St. Raymond Parishes 

Back To Mass Ushers 
St. Raymond’s 

Saturday, July 4, 6:00p 

Ushers J Campbell, J Geisert, 
  J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, July 5, 8:30a 
Ushers M & P Callaghan, B Grzyb 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $4,087.00 
First Offering ................................ $15.00 
Offertory (Plate) ......................... $584.70 
Total Envelope & Plate ................. $0.00 
Scrip Income ............................ $1,925.00 
 

Thank you! 

Parish News - St. Mary’s 

Church Building Open 
St. Raymond’s Church building will be 
open from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday 
through Friday for private prayer. Please 
only 9 people in the Church at a time and 
at least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday 5:00-
9:00p. Please follow social distancing. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on 
Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p. Pull up to 
Father, remain in your car and turn off 
engine. 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 
We are $3,000 from meeting our goal. 
Please help us finish strong! Thank you! 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Parish News - St. Raymond’s 

Church Building Open 
St. Mary’s Church building will be open 
from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday through 
Friday, for private prayer. Please only 9 
people in the Church at a time and at 
least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Tuesday 7:00-
9:00p. Please follow social distancing. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on Sat-
urdays from 10:00a-12:00p. Pull up to 
Father, remain in your car and turn off 
engine. 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 
We are $391 from meeting our goal! This 
goal needs to be met by the end of June. 
Please consider giving if you have not and 
help us finish this campaign! 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net. 

St. Peter-Tilden Shindig 

St. Peter Church in Tilden will be hosting 
a Charcoal Chicken Carryout/Drive Thru 
meal on Sunday, July 19 from 10:00a to 
2:00p. St. Peter is located on Hwy. Q in 
Tilden. They would appreciate your help 
in supporting the new way that they will 
be celebrating their annual celebration!  

 Supporting Your Church 
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 
has continued to support our parishes 
through your weekly offering! We have 
had a good response even though we have 
not been in Church together! If you have 
questions about how you can get your 
offering to Church, please feel free to call 
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629. 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $5,451.00 
Building Fund ............................. $180.00 
Plate ........................................... $195.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,826.00 
Capital Campaign .................... $2,460.00 

Thank you! 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Carla Kostka    715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager (SR & SM) 
  Bonnie Firkus          715-855-1294, x 118 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  

    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander     715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert         715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                  715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

St. Raymond’s 2020 Fall Festival 

In light of taking responsible action of 
canceling or limiting social gatherings, 
our Fall Festival Committee Co-Chairs, 
along with our Pastor have determined it 
best to cancel this year’s Fall Festival 
2020.  We will be looking forward to 
when we can be together and plan for a 
great Festival in 2021!! 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
Pete Melrose: 715-864-1157 or 
         melrosepete@yahoo.com   
Mike Miller: 715-347-7051 or 
         chermike@tccc.coop  
Larry Julson: 715-533-3497 or 
          llamm@triwest.net  
Elaine Welin: 815-877-2532 or 
          ewelin327@gmail.com 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Parish Email  
    stmarypar@gmail.com   
 

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

      JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance 
  Charles Thurner       715-855-1294, x 141 
    Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
      Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM) 
  Carla Kostka               715-225-7419 
    kostkacarla@gmail.com   

This week we celebrate the Solemnity of 
Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles.  Formed.org 
has many resources for studying the lives 
and writings of these two important fol-
lowers of Christ.  The movie Saint Peter, 
portrays how Peter, as a dedicated fol-
lower of Christ spreads the Gospel mes-
sage across the land.  It also shows how 
Peter and Paul eventually meet and join 
together in preaching the good news of 
freedom that is found in Christ's message 
of love and redemption. 

Formed.org 

mailto:melrosepete@yahoo.com
mailto:chermike@tccc.coop
mailto:llamm@triwest.net
mailto:ewelin327@gmail.com


Information for Safely Returning to Mass 

Public Mass AND Social Distancing 
 

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID-19 from spreading, while also respecting 
emotional and spiritual needs. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of us could be carrying the disease without 
knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precautions: 
 

(1) No Obligation. All of us are dispensed from our obligation to attend Sunday Mass - probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 
come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe! 

(2) Sanitizing the Church. The Church will be locked until our trained volunteers finish sanitizing. The doors will open approximately 
one hour before Mass. Any line outside will be kept with social distancing. 

(3) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands. Our own volunteers will be wearing masks and washing hands - for your protection and for 
the protection of all the people with whom you will come in contact.  We also encourage you to follow the recommendation of the 
Catholic Medical Association and the Center for Disease Control by wearing a mask. But that is up to you. Whatever your own personal 
feelings about masks, please do not let something so simple as a piece of cloth cause you to cast judgment on a brother or sister in 
Christ. 

(4) Socially Distanced Seating. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 
each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50-70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 
than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 
and where they can participate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass. 

(5) Limited Ministries. For now, we will not be scheduling servers or readers or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. The 
priests and deacon will play those roles, so as to limit breathing and touching in the sanctuary to our one household. 

(6) Communion Precautions. Only the priest or deacon will distribute Holy Communion. He will wear a mask during that time, for your 
protection. The communion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sanitizer will be on hand both for communi-
cants and for the minister. 

(7) Holding Off on Congregational Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 
sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one-person singing for now. One step at a time. 

(8) Stationary Offertory Basket. We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 
way out. 

(9) Dismissal After Mass.  When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the oppor-
tunity to stay after Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning 
crew to sanitize everything. 



Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 

On the Anniversary of your Ordination,  
may God’s Love and Grace continue to nourish your Ministry,  

which touches the lives of so many! Congratulations! 

Pray for our Priests and all who have answered God’s call 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
After receiving a Licentiate in Philosophy 
from the Catholic University of America 

and completing his theological studies at 
the Pontifical College Josephinum, he was 

ordained for the Diocese of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, on June 28, 2003. He obtained 

a Licentiate in Theology in 2010 and a 
Doctorate in 2012, both from the  

Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. 
He is presently pastor of St. Mary’s and 

St. Raymond’s parishes and the  
Hispanic community, and Dean of  

the Eau Claire Deanery. 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
After attending St. John Vianney College 
Seminary at the University of St. Thomas 

in St. Paul, Minnesota for the  
first four years of Philosophy studies,  
he then was sent to study theology  
for four years in Rome, Italy. He was  
ordained a priest at the Cathedral in  

La Crosse on June 25, 2016.  
He is presently the Parochial Vicar at  

St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s parishes 
and Chaplain at Regis Catholic Schools. 


