St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720
715-855-1294
www.stmarys-altoona.com

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road
Fall Creek, WI 54742
715-877-3400
www.straymond.us

Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND
OF PEÑAFORT

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | July 5, 2020
Weekly Mass Schedule
July 4 through July 12
4:00p SM
† Conny Carisch
6:00p SR
† Diane Beidel
8:30a SR
† Andy Pipkorn
11:00a SM
† Bernice Bauer
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Bohl Family
8:00a SM
† Samuel David Introwitz
8:00a SR
† Peter & Mary Gallick
9:00a SM
† Anton & Mary Schneider
4:00p SM
Mr. & Mrs. WM Liedl
Special Intention
6:00p SR
Donald Ida
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Ellen Syring
1:00p SM
† Anayeli Garcia Ocotl

Sat., Jul. 4
Sun., Jul. 5

Mon., Jul. 6
Tue., Jul. 7
Wed., Jul. 8
Thu., Jul. 9
Fri., Jul. 10
Sat., Jul. 11

Sun., Jul. 12

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

7:00–9:00p
5:00–9:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Discover the Joy of Christ
What’s the point of the Bible and why should we be reading it?
The Bible is the revealed Word of God. The
main point of the Bible is that God loves
each person in a profound and unconditional way. The “proof” of God’s love is
shown through Christ Jesus. In other
words, God created us to be united with
Him in a relationship of love. Even though
Adam and Eve - our first parents - rejected
God and separated themselves from Him,
our sins are forgiven and we are brought
back into union with God through the horrific suffering and death on the cross that
Jesus willingly endured. Let’s take a closer
look.
God and Creation
The Bible is a collection of books from various time periods by various human authors
inspired by God to write what He revealed
to them. In the Bible God reveals to us that
He is a communion of Persons: God the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. In the
book of Genesis we understand that, in an
act of love, God created us and He created
us to be in relationship with Him, to be
united with Himself through sanctifying
grace. (Genesis 1:26-27) Sanctifying grace
is a participation in God’s life; God dwelling
within our soul.
Original Sin
In an act of disobedience, Adam and Eve
turned away from God, separating themselves from Him and losing His grace.
(Genesis 3:1-7) We inherit the transmission
of original sin from our first parents and
therefore are born without sanctifying
grace and in need of redemption. However, from all eternity God knew how we
would disobey Him and He had a plan to
reunite us with Himself. The Father promised Adam and Eve a Savior. (Genesis 3:15)
The Old Testament relates how God’s plan
gradually unfolds. God chose specific persons to be the leaders in the process of
gathering a community, the formation of a
Chosen People so that they would receive
and accept this Savior.
Abraham
The first of these leaders was Abraham.
God called Abraham to leave his father’s

house and to take his family and travel to
the land that He would show him. (Genesis
12:1-3) Abraham believed God and so took
his family, walking twelve hundred miles
until he reached the land of Canaan. God
made three promises or covenants with
Abraham that would be fulfilled later
through Moses, David and finally in Jesus.
The Covenant fulfilled through Jesus was
that through Him “all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed.” It was through the
line of Abraham that God would keep His
promise and send the Savior to unite all of
His children in the family of God, the Catholic Church.
Moses
The Chosen People went down to Egypt
because of famines and were there for 400
years. Eventually, the Israelites became
slaves and cried out to God for deliverance.
After 10 plagues, the Pharaoh finally allowed Moses to lead the people out of
Egypt and return to the Promised Land of
Israel. (Exodus 7-12) While in the desert,
God gave Moses the Ten Words – laws of
love to help the people live an ordered life,
seeking to protect them from harm and to
remain close to Him, the one true God.
(Exodus 20:1-17)
David
After many years, David, the shepherd boy
who knew the Lord and would write
Psalms as songs of praise to Him, was
made king. It was King David’s desire to
build a temple in Jerusalem for the Ark of
the Covenant, which contained the Ten
Words and manna from their wanderings
in the desert. However, God revealed to
David through the prophet Nathan that
God will fulfill His promise by sending the
Savior through the line of David. (2 Samuel
7:1-17) The throne of the Kingdom of God
as established by Jesus Christ will last forever. David realized that God’s second
promise was being fulfilled through him.
Jesus
The prophets proclaimed the coming of
Christ and how the Savior wanted to be
completely united with each person, call-

ing the people to prepare for the Messiah.
God kept His Promise. Through the cooperation of Mary, the virgin of Nazareth, He
sent His Son who took on a human nature,
to accomplish our redemption as both God
and man. (Luke 1:26-38) Jesus is the center
of the Story. Jesus established the Kingdom
of God on earth, the Catholic Church, as
the means to be united with Him. Jesus
instituted the seven Sacraments and the
Church gives us the Sacraments by which
we receive sanctifying grace – a participation in God’s Life – union with Him in a
relationship of love. Jesus suffered, died
and rose from the dead so that our sins
could be forgiven, making it possible that
we could be reunited with Him.
The Holy Spirit and the Church
Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit so
that the Church could be publicly manifested, which took place on Pentecost. (Acts
2:1-4) The Apostles were empowered by
the Holy Spirit to go forth and celebrate
the Sacraments and to teach the Truth
given by Christ. It is through knowing the
Truth and receiving sanctifying grace and
our cooperation with this grace that we are
able to be faithful to Christ and live in union with Him, preparing in this life for our
destiny to see God face to face. The Story
of the Bible continues, as we await with
sure hope for Christ to come again and
judge the living and the dead. We long for
the perfect joy of union with the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit in our heavenly
homeland.
Let us take time each day to read God’s
love letter to us as written in the Bible and
truly encounter Jesus Christ as our Savior,
the Word made flesh. As St. Jerome said,
“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of
Christ.”
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Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News - St. Mary’s

Ordination to the Priesthood

Parish News - St. Raymond’s

Church Building Open
St. Mary’s Church building will be open
from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday through
Friday, for private prayer. Please only 9
people in the Church at a time and at
least 6 feet apart.
Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is Tuesday 7:009:00p. Please follow social distancing.
Confessions
Drive-up Confessions are offered on Saturdays from 10:00a-12:00p. Pull up to
Father, remain in your car and turn off
engine.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer request to Janet
Fox at generalbook@charter.net.

On June 27, 2020, Bishop William Patrick
Callahan ordained Deacons Samuel
McCarty, Joseph Richards, Levi Schmitt
and Daniel Williams to the Priesthood of
Jesus Christ. Fr. Samuel McCarty is appointed Associate Pastor of Queen of the
Apostles Parish in Tomah, Fr. Joseph Richards is appointed Associate Pastor of St.
Michael Parish and Church in Wausau, Fr.
Levi Schmitt is appointed Associate Pastor
of Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish in
Wisconsin Rapids and Fr. Daniel Williams
is appointed Associate Pastor of St. John
the Baptist Parish in Marshfield.

Church Building Open
St. Raymond’s Church building will be
open from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday
through Friday for private prayer. Please
only 9 people in the Church at a time and
at least 6 feet apart.
Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday 5:009:00p. Please follow social distancing.
Confessions
Drive-up Confessions are offered on
Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p. Pull up to
Father, remain in your car and turn off
engine.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.

Year of St. Joseph Prayer Card
The Diocese of La Crosse is celebrating a
Year of St. Joseph from May 1, 2020 to
May 1, 2021. We invite you to print a
beautiful Year of St. Joseph Prayer Card
for personal and family use. Go to diolc.org/year-of-st-joseph to download a
single card or a set of four on one sheet.
St. Joseph was a “just man” who always
did what was right, no matter the cost.
Let us pray to him that love and justice
will prevail in our time, and that he will
protect our families, and communities.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Email
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Evangelization & Faith Formation
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Faith Formation Coordinator
Maria Ricciardi
715-855-1294, x 106
 FaithFormationSM@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 715-855-1294, x 140
 frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Maintenance

Wisconsin Bishops’ Statement
Wisconsin Bishops’ Statement on George
Floyd and Racism Bishop Callahan and his
brother bishops of the Wisconsin Catholic
Conference have issued a statement addressing the brutal killing of George Floyd
and the painful reality of racism. You can
read it, and find other resources, at diolc.org/racism. The statement provides a
link to the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter
against racism, Open Wide our Hearts,
which is recommended for study in parishes and homes. It is relevant to our attitudes toward all minorities, including the
black, Latino and Hmong communities in
our midst.

Supporting Your Church
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who
has continued to support our parishes
through your weekly offering! We have
had a good response even though we have
not been in Church together! If you have
questions about how you can get your
offering to Church, please feel free to call
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629.

Faithful Citizenship and
election 2020-We are
in an election year,
making it that much
more important to
form our consciences
in light of Catholic teaching and principles. For abundant resources on this topic, visit the Diocese of La Crosse website
at diolc.org/faithful-citizenship.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Carla Kostka
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Office Manager (SR & SM)
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 118
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Due to the July 4 Holiday Early
Deadline, Stewardship Numbers for
St. Raymond’s and St. Mary’s will be in
next Week’s Bulletin.

Back To Mass Ushers

Charles Thurner
715-855-1294, x 141
 Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
 Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Saturday, July 11, 6:00p

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)

Sunday, July 12, 8:30a

Carla Kostka
715-225-7419
 kostkacarla@gmail.com

Election 2020

St. Raymond’s
Ushers
Ushers

E & D Walker, J Campbell,
Julie & Jeff Knolmayer,
Tammy & Evan Smith

 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Kaylee Peikert
715-855-1294, x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Information for Safely Returning to Mass
Public Mass AND Social Distancing
As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID-19 from spreading, while also respecting
emotional and spiritual needs. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of us could be carrying the disease without
knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precautions:
(1) No Obligation. All of us are dispensed from our obligation to attend Sunday Mass - probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to
come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe!
(2) Sanitizing the Church. The Church will be locked until our trained volunteers finish sanitizing. The doors will open approximately one
hour before Mass. Any line outside will be kept with social distancing.

(3) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands. Our own volunteers will be wearing masks and washing hands - for your protection and for the
protection of all the people with whom you will come in contact. We also encourage you to follow the recommendation of the Catholic
Medical Association and the Center for Disease Control by wearing a mask. But that is up to you. Whatever your own personal feelings
about masks, please do not let something so simple as a piece of cloth cause you to cast judgment on a brother or sister in Christ.
(4) Socially Distanced Seating. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep
each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50-70 people will fit safely in the church. If more
than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart,
and where they can participate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.
(5) Limited Ministries. For now, we will not be scheduling servers or readers or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. The priests
and deacon will play those roles, so as to limit breathing and touching in the sanctuary to our one household.
(6) Communion Precautions. Only the priest or deacon will distribute Holy Communion. He will wear a mask during that time, for your
protection. The communion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sanitizer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister.
(7) Holding Off on Congregational Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or
sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one-person singing for now. One step at a time.
(8) Stationary Offertory Basket. We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the
way out.
(9) Dismissal After Mass. When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportunity to stay after Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to
sanitize everything.

Discouragement – All of us face this!
Attend this important Virtual Conference – Saturday, August 29 with Fr. Timothy Gallagher, a world-renowned teacher and
spiritual director, who will present “Overcoming Spiritual Discouragement” at a Diocesan Virtual Conference.
Learn to find freedom from one of the greatest obstacles in life – the “cage” of everyday discouragement we all experience.
The presentations by Fr. Gallagher will be live-streamed by ZOOM webinar. These presentations on overcoming spiritual
discouragement will be extremely practical and understandable for any interested adult.
Fr. Gallagher’s warmth and style of speaking is for people of all states in life and all levels of formation. The schedule will include
4 talks by Fr. Gallagher, beginning at 10:00a on Saturday, August 29.
For further details, a downloadable brochure or to register online, go to at diolc.org/witness.
Cost is $15.00, which includes Fr. Gallagher’s book shipped to your home.
Read “Facing Our Greatest Obstacle in Life” that explains why you would want to attend
this important Conference by going here: diolc.org/witness.

Fr. Timothy Gallagher O.M.V.
is a Catholic priest, speaker,
author, retreat leader

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe - La Crosse
In the tradition of pilgrimage churches, the Shrine Church is
located high upon a hill with a campanile and dome which
are visible from afar.
The interior of the Shrine Church is a cruciform domical
Church inspired by Italian examples such as Gesu, San Andrea della Valle, and San Giovanni Battista dei Fiorentini in
Rome. Generous side aisles with shrines flank the nave, and
major shrines to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary are placed at the transept. Corinthian
pilasters support a full entablature inscribed with the names
of the Virgin Mary from the Litany of Loreto. Images of four
Doctors of the Church reside within the pendentives which
support the dome with its clear windows and oculus. The
vaulted ceiling is punctuated by stained glass windows
which follow the life of Our Lady.
The raised sanctuary is marble and defined by an altar rail.
The focus of the sanctuary is a red marble baldacchino surmounting a marble altar. Behind, a prominent mosaic of Our Lady of Guadalupe is placed above the tabernacle. The bishop’s cathedra
is raised and placed behind the ambo with the celebrant’s chair across from it.
An ambulatory surrounds the apse and connects the sacristy and bishop’s vestry. The sacristy is a vaulted space with mahogany cabinets, plaster pilasters and moldings, Eucharistic iconography and a small shrine to Saint John Vianney. The bishop’s vestry is a smaller
version of the sacristy with a shrine to Bishop Saint John Neumann.
Pilgrims come to the Shrine Church to receive God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance and to participate in Holy Mass. Through
her beautiful image behind the altar, Our Lady of Guadalupe continues her vocation and mission of bringing Christ to us and bringing us
to Christ.
“From the first inspiration of the building of a shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe, the goal has been to build a beautiful church dedicated
to Our Lord Jesus and His Mother and our Mother, Our Lady of Guadalupe.” – Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke

The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe is pleased to welcome Fr. Paul Check as Interim Executive Director
Fr. Check brings to the Shrine many years of leadership experience, pastoral wisdom, and a dedication to the mission of Our Lady. Fr.
Paul Check is the sixth Rector of St. John Fisher Seminary. A native of Bridgeport, Fr. Check was ordained a priest for the Diocese of
Bridgeport in 1997 by Bishop Edward Egan. He has served as chaplain at Notre Dame High School in Fairfield; parochial vicar at St. John
the Evangelist in Stamford; and parochial vicar at Our Lady of Fatima in Wilton. From 2008-2016, Fr. Check was the Executive Director
of Courage International, for which he traveled extensively throughout the United States and overseas to make presentations to clergy
about the Church's teaching on human sexuality. Fr. Check is an alumnus of the Pontifical North American College and holds an STB
from the Pontifical Gregorian University and an STL from the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross. Since 1999, he has served on the
faculty of St. John Fisher, teaching fundamental moral theology. He served as an officer in the US Marine Corps for nine years, prior to
his studies for ordination to the priesthood, which he began in 1992. Fr. Check will be serving as Interim Executive Director of the
Shrine throughout the summer months, and can be contacted at frcheck@guadalupeshrine.org.

“'Woman, behold your son.' Our Lord has richly blessed me with this time to serve His Mother at the
magnificent Shrine built in her honor. I ask the favor of your prayers that I will faithfully serve her and the
Shrine community."
Fr. Paul N. Check, Interim Executive Director, Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, La Crosse, WI

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
P.O. Box 1237, La Crosse, WI 54602-1237
Main Contacts:
Main Shrine: 877.799.4059
Gift Shop: 608.615.7545
Cafe: 608.788.8400

