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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

July 11 through July 19 
Sat., Jul. 11 4:00p SM Mr. & Mrs. WM Liedl 
                     Special Intention 
 6:00p  SR Donald Ida 
Sun., Jul. 12 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
 11:00a SM † Ellen Syring 
 1:00p SM † Anayeli Gracia Ocotl 
Mon., Jul. 13 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jul. 14 8:00a SR † Sue Weiss 
Wed., Jul. 15  8:00a SM Dane Christensen 
Thu., Jul. 16 8:00a SR Virginia Nix 
Fri., Jul. 17 9:00a SM † Natalie Bosse’ 
Sat., Jul. 18 4:00p SM † Darlene Wolf 
 6:00p SR † Bohl Family 
Sun., Jul. 19 8:30a SR † Brian Pipkorn 
 11:00a SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
 1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–9:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

“From the Heart. Unto His Heart” 

May the peace of Jesus Christ be with 
you! This is the final bulletin article I will 
write for St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s 
parishes. There have definitely been 
many bittersweet moments the past 
month or so after announcing that Bish-
op Callahan has appointed me parochial 
administrator (“pastor”) of St. Charles 
Borromeo parish in Genoa, Wisconsin 

and Chaplain of Aquinas Catholic High School in La Crosse. My 
first day in Genoa will be July 30. So many of you have been 
incredibly kind to me in wishing me well and promising to 
pray for me as I take this next step in my life. Thank you! 

Last Sunday’s Gospel reading contained one of my favorite 
quotations of Our Lord Jesus Christ. “Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of 
heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden light” (Matthew 11:28-30). To be a 
“Christian” means, at its core, to be one with Christ. The heart 
of being Christian (and Catholic) does not consist in belonging 
to a social organization. The heart of being a Christian is to be 
of one heart and mind with Jesus Christ, so much so, that His 
name “Christ” can be our name, “Christian”. This means we 
heed His summons to take His yoke upon us and learn from 
His meek and humble Sacred Heart.  

What this means is that we relate our whole lives and every 
aspect of our lives to the life of Jesus Christ! The parts of our 
lives that cannot “map on” to that of Jesus, such as our sinful 
thoughts, words, actions and omissions, we repent of and al-
low Jesus to forgive and change. This is a life long struggle, 
yes. But it is the most worthwhile struggle in which we can 
engage. The parts that can map on to that of Jesus, we relate 
to Him in our daily prayer, our offering at Mass, and in the 
other Sacraments, and by our service to the least of Christ’s 
brothers and sisters.  

One part of Jesus’ life that I have been relating to Him in this 
time of transition comes from the early days of His public min-
istry after performing some miracles in the town of Caperna-
um. “At daybreak, Jesus left and went to a deserted place. The 
crowds went looking for him, and when they came to him, 
they tried to prevent him from leaving them. But he said to 
them, ‘To the other towns also I must proclaim the good news 
of the kingdom of God, because for this purpose I have been 
sent’” (Luke 4: 42-43).  

The life of a parish priest is truly one of the best ways a man 
can spend living the short time he has in this world! I am filled 
with so much joy and gratitude for this immense gift that the 
Lord, in His kindness and mercy, has given to me. I encourage 
you to help keep the possibility of the priesthood in the minds 
and hearts of our young men! And to promote the possibility 

of religious life (“being a Sister”) in the minds of our young 
women. The Church, to be fully alive, needs every state of life. 
Priests, religious brothers and sisters, married lay people, lay 
people in the single life, permanent deacons… all of these 
states of life correlate to a particular aspect of Jesus’ life and 
His ongoing mission to “proclaim the good news” to “the oth-
er towns,” that is, the whole world! 

Let us all, each in our own place in Christ’s Body, go to the 
Heart of Christ, especially in our “labors and burdens.” If we 
take upon ourselves “His yoke,” His cross, in the manner that 
He took it up, that is, with selfless love, then we will experi-
ence the joy and rest for which we long. Then the burdens of 
this life become sweet, because they are transformed by Him. 

Your new parochial vicar, and Regis HS/MS Chaplain, will be 
Fr. Peter Kieffer. He and I have known each other since high 
school and spent two years of seminary together in Rome. I 
was quite pleased when I heard that he would follow me here 
because I know that he will be a great fit! This will be his sec-
ond assignment after spending his first three years of priest-
hood as Chaplain of Newman Catholic HS/MS and parochial 
vicar at St. Matthew's in Wausau.  

 

If you want to stay in touch with me, this is my contact info 
starting July 30. 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish 
PO Box 130 
Genoa, WI 54632 
Email address:  frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

   

I will miss you all deeply, but know that you will not far from 
my heart. No matter the burden, if you and I stay close to the 
Heart of Jesus, especially in the Holy Eucharist, we will never 
be far apart and we will find true peace. “Jesus meek and 
humble of heart, make our hearts like unto Yours!” 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes 

St. Raymond Stewardship: June 27/28 
Adults .....................................  $3,345.00 
Plate ........................................... $527.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $3,872.00 
Capital Campaign ....................$3,500.00 
 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults .....................................  $4,060.00 
Plate ............................................. $80.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $4,140.00 
Capital Campaign ....................... $275.00 

Thank you! 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: June 27/28 
Adults ......................................$6,776.00 
Offertory (Plate) ......................... $441.00 
Total Envelope & Plate .......... $7,217.00 
 

Scrip  ........................................$2,030.00 
 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................$6,904.00 
Offertory (Plate) ......................... $328.00 
Total Envelope & Plate .......... $7,232.00 
Scrip  ........................................$2,100.00 

Thank you! 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Parish Email  
    stmarypar@gmail.com   
 

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

      JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance 
  Charles Thurner       715-855-1294, x 141 
    Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
      Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM) 
  Carla Kostka               715-225-7419 
    kostkacarla@gmail.com   

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Carla Kostka    715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager (SR & SM) 
  Bonnie Firkus          715-855-1294, x 118 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  

    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander     715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert         715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                  715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Back To Mass Ushers 
St. Raymond’s 

Saturday, July 18, 6:00p 

Ushers T & N Falbo, J Sauter 

 

Sunday, July 19, 8:30a 
Ushers B & K Kuula, 
 L & J Zwiefelhofer 

Church Building Open 
St. Raymond’s Church building will be 
open from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday 
through Friday for private prayer. Please 
only 9 people in the Church at a time and 
at least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday 5:00-
9:00p. Please follow social distancing. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on 
Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p. Pull up to 
Father, remain in your car and turn off 
engine. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Thank You Volunteers 
Thank you to the Cleaners and Ushers 
who have helped us get back to Mass! 

Parish News - St. Raymond’s Parish News - St. Mary’s 

Church Building Open 
St. Mary’s Church building will be open 
from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday through 
Friday, for private prayer. Please only 9 
people in the Church at a time and at 
least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Tuesday 5:00-
9:00p. Please follow social distancing. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on Sat-
urdays from 10:00a-12:00p. Pull up to 
Father, remain in your car and turn off 
engine. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net. 

Volunteers Needed 
St. Mary’s Parish is in need of parishion-
ers who are willing to help sanitize the 
Church between the Masses on the 
weekend and to Usher at the Masses to 
help everyone remain safe. If you are 
willing to help with this very important 
duty please contact Jacqueline Van 
Hemert at 715-855-1294, x 106. If we 
cannot staff these positions we may have 
to cancel some of the weekend Masses. 
Please prayerfully consider helping in this 
role if you are healthy and able to give us 
just a little bit of your time. 

 Supporting Your Church 
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 
has continued to support our parishes 
through your weekly offering! We have 
had a good response even though we have 
not been in Church together! If you have 
questions about how you can get your 
offering to Church, please feel free to call 
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629. 

This week we celebrate the Feast Day of 
St. Maria Goretti.  Formed.org has several 
good resources for learning about this 
young saint.  Her example of faithfulness 
and forgiveness in the midst of persecu-
tion continues to provide an example of 
faith conquering evil.  Check out this and 
so much more this week on formed.org. 
This service is free to you in part from 
your local Knights of Columbus! 

Immaculate Conception Church, in Eau 
Claire, will be having a Mass and Healing 
Service for their 75th Jubilee on Sunday 
July 12, 2020.  Confessions will begin at 
noon, the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy will be said during confes-
sions.  Mass will begin approximately at 
1:30p. with a Healing Service after Mass 
led by Fr. Robert Thorn from St. Matthew 
Parish in Wausau.      

Mass of Healing 

Formed.ORG 



Information for Safely Returning to Mass 

Public Mass AND Social Distancing 
 

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID-19 from spreading, while also respecting 
emotional and spiritual needs. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of us could be carrying the disease without 
knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precautions: 
 

(1) No Obligation. All of us are dispensed from our obligation to attend Sunday Mass - probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 
come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe! 

(2) Sanitizing the Church. The Church will be locked until our trained volunteers finish sanitizing. The doors will open approximately one 
hour before Mass. Any line outside will be kept with social distancing. 

(3) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands. Our own volunteers will be wearing masks and washing hands - for your protection and for the 
protection of all the people with whom you will come in contact.  We also encourage you to follow the recommendation of the Catholic 
Medical Association and the Center for Disease Control by wearing a mask. But that is up to you. Whatever your own personal feelings 
about masks, please do not let something so simple as a piece of cloth cause you to cast judgment on a brother or sister in Christ. 

(4) Socially Distanced Seating. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 
each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50-70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 
than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 
and where they can participate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass. 

(5) Limited Ministries. For now, we will not be scheduling servers or readers or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. The priests 
and deacon will play those roles, so as to limit breathing and touching in the sanctuary to our one household. 

(6) Communion Precautions. Only the priest or deacon will distribute Holy Communion. He will wear a mask during that time, for your 
protection. The communion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sanitizer will be on hand both for communi-
cants and for the minister. 

(7) Holding Off on Congregational Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 
sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one-person singing for now. One step at a time. 

(8) Stationary Offertory Basket. We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 
way out. 

(9) Dismissal After Mass.  When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportuni-
ty to stay after Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to 
sanitize everything. 

Discouragement – All of us face this!  
 

Attend this important Virtual Conference – Saturday, August 29 with Fr. Timothy Gallagher, a world-renowned teacher and  

spiritual director, who will present “Overcoming Spiritual Discouragement” at a Diocesan Virtual Conference.  

Learn to find freedom from one of the greatest obstacles in life – the “cage” of everyday discouragement we all experience.  

 

The presentations by Fr. Gallagher will be live-streamed by ZOOM webinar. These presentations on overcoming spiritual  

discouragement will be extremely practical and understandable for any interested adult.  

Fr. Gallagher’s warmth and style of speaking is for people of all states in life and all levels of formation. The schedule will include 

4 talks by Fr. Gallagher, beginning at 10:00a on Saturday, August 29.  

 

For further details, a downloadable brochure or to register online, go to at diolc.org/witness.  

Cost is $15.00, which includes Fr. Gallagher’s book shipped to your home.  

Read “Facing Our Greatest Obstacle in Life” that explains why you would want to attend  

this important Conference by going here: diolc.org/witness.  

Fr. Timothy Gallagher O.M.V. 
is a Catholic priest, speaker, 

author,  retreat leader  



From the Diocese if La Crosse 

Growing up Catholic I learned a good deal of “information” over 
the years about the Faith. The only problem was that all of this 
“information” seemed unrelated and therefore did not make 
sense to me. What I learned in a homily or read in a book, or 
even talked about with family and friends never took me deeper 
in my relationship with Jesus Christ, frankly because it was too 
hard to try to remember the seemingly disconnected facts. The 
heart of the problem was that I did not know the foundation of 
everything that we believe. 

When I heard someone tell The Story of the Bible in a just a few 
minutes, I said to myself, “Now I get it!” I had this funny image 
come to mind of a clothesline. The major points of The Story 
were on the clothesline and anything I learned could now be 
“attached” in the proper place. Everything lined up in an order 
that made sense and now I understood the big picture of who 
God is; what He wants; who I am and how I want to respond to 
Him. 

So here is the “clothesline.” The main point of The Story is that 
God loves you and wants to be united with you.  

The BLESSED TRINITY  

There is only one God but in God there are three Persons: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. We call the three Persons in one God the 
Blessed Trinity. God is total, self-giving love and He desires to 
share His love with you in a deep personal friendship.  

God creates man and woman out of love 

God creates Adam and Eve to be united with Him in a relation-
ship of love. God dwells within the soul of Adam and Eve. We call 
this grace – a share in God’s life. 

Adam and Eve disobey God, separating themselves from Him.  

Through the Original Sin, Adam and Eve separate themselves 
from God. They lose the gift of grace that God had given them. 
They are no longer united with God in a relationship of love. 
There is nothing Adam and Eve, or you and I, can do on our own 
to fix the problem of the Original Sin, which causes separation 
from God.  

God still loves Adam and Eve even though they have sinned. 
God promises a Redeemer.  

Jesus, our Redeemer, does not come right away because God 
wants His people to see and understand that they cannot love 
Him, themselves or others without His Divine help – His gift of 
grace.  

God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 

These Commandments are Laws of Love so that we know how to 
live to stay close to God, to live a life of interior joy and peace. 
However, no matter how hard they try, God’s Chosen people 
keep disobeying Him, choosing against His Love – by rejecting His 
Laws given to protect them, and us, from a life of emptiness and 
misery. Before Jesus’ coming, the people are unable to be faithful 

to God because they do not have His gift of grace – His Divine Life 
within them.  

God kept His Promise. The Savior is born in a stable.  

Jesus comes to be among us and chooses these humble circum-
stances so that we will know that He is the Savior for every per-
son, rich and poor alike. How does it all fit together? How does it 
all fit together? At age 33, Jesus begins His public ministry, choos-
ing 12 Apostles, giving them His teachings, establishing one 
Church, and instituting seven Sacraments. The Sacraments are 
the means through which we receive God’s gift of grace, His di-
vine life within us. This shows how much God loves us in that He 
wants to be so close to us. He wants to dwell within us! God the 
Son became Man to reunite us with God in a relationship of love 
through His grace received in the Sacraments.  

Jesus suffers greatly and dies on the Cross 

Jesus dies out of love for us so that our sins can be forgiven and 
we can be reunited with the Blessed Trinity in a relationship of 
love through grace.  

Jesus rises from the dead on the third day 

Through His Resurrection from the dead, Jesus overcomes Satan, 
sin and death.  

The Holy Spirit at Pentecost  

Jesus sends God the Holy Spirit upon Mary and the Apostles to 
empower them to publicly manifest the Catholic Church: they go 
forth to teach, preach and baptize as well as celebrate the other 
six Sacraments. In the Sacrament of Baptism, the Person of the 
Holy Spirit in the Church restores to the baptized God’s grace lost 
through sin, reuniting us in a relationship of love with the Blessed 
Trinity.  

The Story of God’s Family  

God desires that we know Him through a deep personal friend-
ship. He wants us to be so close to Him, so united with Him, that 
He allows us to receive Him in the Sacraments through the one 
Church that Jesus established.  

Our Response  

How should we respond to The Story? Thank God for His person-
al love for you. Ask God to help you to know Him personally 
through the Person of Jesus Christ. Talk with God often, as you 
do with any friend, about anything happening in your life, no 
matter how small.  

 

             Ann Lankford  
             Director for Catechesis and Evangelization  

How Does it all Fit Together? 

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE 


