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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

July 18 through July 26 
Sat., Jul. 18 4:00p SM † Darlene Wolf 
  6:00p  SR † Bohl Family 
Sun., Jul. 19 8:30a  SR † Brian Pipkorn 
  11:00a SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Jul. 20 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jul. 21 8:00a SR † Ron Bosch 
Wed., Jul. 22  8:00a SM † Richard Gosnell 
Thu., Jul. 23 8:00a SR † Aloysius Scheurmann 
Fri., Jul. 24 8:00a SM † Janet Papach 
Sat., Jul. 25 4:00p SM † Fr. Thomas Krupich 
  6:00p SR Pete & Lisa Melrose 
Sun., Jul. 26 8:30a SR Children of Klobucar Family 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM † Edward & Lucille Sutter  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–9:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Do Not Idolize the Means 

Ongoing insights from the sermons of 
Saint Sharbel (1828-1898) 

Holiness is the true goal of our life, the 
entire purpose of our human existence. As 
we answer God’s invitation to holiness, 
Saint Sharbel identifies one of the subtlest 
and most common pitfalls – making an idol 
of the means. Even incredibly good and 
beautiful things like prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving can become hindrances if we idolize them: “Prayer 
sanctifies you; do not sanctify it. Fasting strengthens you; do not 
make it a god. Mortifications purify you; do not adore them. Your 
chanting is designed to praise God, but do not glorify it.” 

God himself gave us these means. But if we make an idol of 
them, we fall into the trap of the Pharisees. Even with something 
as wonderful as Scripture, Sharbel warns not to idolize the 
means: “Christianity is neither the religion of the temple nor the 
religion of the book. Christianity is the person of Jesus himself.” 
An important distinction! We call Scripture “the word of God” – 
and so it is, but only because by means of it we encounter Jesus 
Christ, God’s eternal Word. All Scripture points to Him. Sharbel 
compares Scripture to a mirror that reflects God’s light. As won-
derful as the mirror is, our true destiny is the light itself. It is 
quite possible to cling to verses of Scripture while keeping Jesus 
at a safe distance from the depths of our heart. 

It is also very possible to turn to God or to religious practices as 
an attempt to escape our problems. Sharbel cautions, “Do not 
seek refuge in God in order to flee from yourself … Do not let the 
world push you toward God. Allow God to attract you.” 

Allowing our fear to give way to love – this is what distinguishes 
the true disciple from the Pharisee. The disciple of Jesus discov-
ers God in the deep yearnings of his heart, and refuses to numb 
those desires, no matter how painful the waiting can be. 

It is in the desire of our heart that God the Father attracts us, 
drawing us more and more deeply into Jesus (John 6:44). As we 
encounter Jesus, the Holy Spirit transforms us, casting out the 
spirit of fear that binds us up in slavery, and maturing us in the 
glorious freedom of the sons and daughters of God (Romans 8). 

Without desire, our conversion will hit a wall. We will either get 
stuck in the land of religious idols, or (when they fail to satisfy) 
we will revert to our old idolatry of sin. I know, because it’s been 
my story! For too many years, I was more often motivated by 
fear than by desire. I toggled back and forth between firm and 
resolute observance of all the rules and then numbing myself out 
with addictive behaviors. In both cases I was motivated by fear 
rather than by love. I was avoiding authentic vulnerability, trust, 
surrender, intimacy, and the deepest desires of my heart. God 
has been inviting me to leave the ways of fear behind and to dis-
cover him in the depths of my heart, where he has always been 
present. 

Fear can be a great motivator – especially in the very first motion 
of turning away from evil. But it will never fuel a full conversion 
in Christ. Only desire can propel me away from the orbit of my 
past life of sin. If I do not open up in vulnerability and trust, if I do 

not allow myself to feel the depths of desire (which can be pain-
ful!) I will not grow in love. 

Sometimes it feels so much safer to cling rigidly to the means – 
especially those that God made so good and beautiful. Clinging to 
them, I can avoid vulnerability, resist surrender, and numb my 
unfulfilled desire. When I idolize the means, I feel in control. Un-
fortunately, without vulnerability there is no love. Without sur-
render, there is no faith. Without desire, there is no hope. 

“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God” (Hebrews 10:31). Not because he is a God of fear, but be-
cause all our illusions melt away in his presence. Our pretending 
and protecting hold no sway. He tolerates them with great pa-
tience. He respects our resistance – because he always respects 
our dignity and freedom, which he gave to us. He patiently waits. 
He entices and attracts, turning even our stumbling into wonder-
ful opportunity. But only we can say “yes” and allow his love to 
be awakened deeply within in our heart. 

Often, when the real growth begins, it is in ways we never ex-
pected. We spend so much of our time trying to force a path of 
holiness that is not for us. We grasp at means that may work well 
for others, but do not match with our own story. Sharbel invites 
us to discover our truest and deepest identity, and embrace the 
means of holiness most suitable to the situation God has placed 
us in. “The cedars and the oaks do not grow in the sand of the 
seashore, nor banana and orange groves among the rocks on the 
mountain. Do your work with the available tools, and flourish and 
bear fruit where God has planted you.” 

Growing in holy desires is not for the faint of heart! May we al-
low the Lord to awaken holy desires within our hearts today. May 
the God of love lead us beyond our fear into true holiness. 



St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $8,786.00 
First Offering.................................$15.00 
Offertory (Plate) .........................$380.50 
Total Envelope & Plate .......... $9,181.50 
 

Thank you! 

Parish News - St. Raymond’s Newly Confirmed 

Congratulations to those newly con-
firmed! Please pray for the following stu-
dents who were confirmed on Wednes-
day, July 15 at St. Raymond Parish. 
 

Eddie Falbo 
Mason Kostka 

Bryce Kuula 
Ella Quirk 

Ben Salonek 
Ben Walske 

Hannah Zwiefelhofer  

Parish News - St. Mary’s 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $7,913.00 
Youth Envelopes .............................$1.85 
Plate .............................................$73.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $7,987.85 
Capital Campaign ................... $2,741.67 

Thank you! 

Church Building Open 
St. Mary’s Church building will be open 
from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday through 
Friday, for private prayer. Please only 9 
people in the Church at a time and at 
least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Tuesday 5:00-
9:00p. Please follow social distancing. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on Sat-
urdays from 10:00a-12:00p. Pull up to 
Father, remain in your car and turn off 
engine. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net. 

Volunteers Needed 
St. Mary’s Parish is in need of parishion-
ers who are willing to help sanitize the 
Church between the Masses on the 
weekend and to Usher at the Masses to 
help everyone remain safe. If you are 
willing to help with this very important 
duty please contact Jacqueline Van 
Hemert at 715-855-1294, x 106.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass Intention requests at 
this time. Mass Intentions are $10 per 
Mass and can be put in the Offertory bas-
ket or mailed to the office. 

Church Building Open 
St. Raymond’s Church building will be 
open from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday 
through Friday for private prayer. Please 
only 9 people in the Church at a time and 
at least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday 5:00-
9:00p. Please follow social distancing. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on 
Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p. Pull up to 
Father, remain in your car and turn off 
engine. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Thank You Volunteers 
Thank you to the Cleaners and Ushers 
who have helped us get back to Mass! 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Parish Email  
    stmarypar@gmail.com   
 

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

      JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance 
  Charles Thurner       715-855-1294, x 141 
    Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
      Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM) 
  Carla Kostka            715-225-7419 
    kostkacarla@gmail.com   

 Supporting Your Church 
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 
has continued to support our parishes 
through your weekly offering! We have 
had a good response even though we have 
not been in Church together! If you have 
questions about how you can get your 
offering to Church, please feel free to call 
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629. 

Back To Mass Ushers 
St. Raymond’s 

Saturday, July 25, 6:00p 

Ushers T & N Falbo, J Jaenke 

 

Sunday, July 26, 8:30a 
Ushers M & P Callaghan, 
 L & J Zwiefelhofer 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Carla Kostka                 715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager (SR & SM) 
  Bonnie Firkus          715-855-1294, x 118 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  

    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander              715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert         715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                  715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Farewell to Fr. Sedlacek & Schmitt 

We are planning to wish Fr. Sedlacek and 
Fr. Schmitt farewell on July 26 after the 
8:30a Mass at St. Raymond’s and after 
the 11:00a Mass at St. Mary’s. We will 
have tables set up for the priests to sit at 
and ask for a socially distanced line to 
form so that you can safely wish them 
well in their new assignments. Thank you 
to both priests for your service at our 
parishes! 



Information for Safely Returning to Mass 

Public Mass AND Social Distancing 
 

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID-19 from spreading, while also respecting 
emotional and spiritual needs. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of us could be carrying the disease without 
knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precautions: 
 

(1) No Obligation. All of us are dispensed from our obligation to attend Sunday Mass - probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 
come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe! 

(2) Sanitizing the Church. The Church will be locked until our trained volunteers finish sanitizing. The doors will open approximately one 
hour before Mass. Any line outside will be kept with social distancing. 

(3) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands. Our own volunteers will be wearing masks and washing hands - for your protection and for the 
protection of all the people with whom you will come in contact.  We also encourage you to follow the recommendation of the Catholic 
Medical Association and the Center for Disease Control by wearing a mask. But that is up to you. Whatever your own personal feelings 
about masks, please do not let something so simple as a piece of cloth cause you to cast judgment on a brother or sister in Christ. 

(4) Socially Distanced Seating. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 
each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50-70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 
than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 
and where they can participate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass. 

(5) Limited Ministries. For now, we will not be scheduling servers or readers or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. The priests 
and deacon will play those roles, so as to limit breathing and touching in the sanctuary to our one household. 

(6) Communion Precautions. Only the priest or deacon will distribute Holy Communion. He will wear a mask during that time, for your 
protection. The communion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sanitizer will be on hand both for communi-
cants and for the minister. 

(7) Holding Off on Congregational Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 
sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one-person singing for now. One step at a time. 

(8) Stationary Offertory Basket. We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 
way out. 

(9) Dismissal After Mass.  When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportuni-
ty to stay after Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to 
sanitize everything. 



St. Mary and St. Raymond Livestream Project Update 

Thank you to all who have donated toward the Livestream Project!  
Because of your generosity, we will be able to provide high quality livestreaming of Masses from both St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s 
Churches. As you may know, even before the pandemic, we had upwards to 120 members between the two parishes who were unable 
to attend Sunday Mass regularly. For those parishioners, the feeling of being disconnected is difficult. This feeling is now something 
that we all can somewhat personally understand. Of course, we have been making a huge effort to minister to the homebound for 
many years now, but the pandemic has presented new challenges to that ministry. The hope with this project is that our parishioners 
will feel more connected, primarily with God through prayer and spiritual communion with Jesus Christ in the Holy Mass, as well as 
with their fellow parishioners. Beyond Sunday Mass, this equipment and investment also has the potential to be used to connect in 
other ways to those within our parishes or to reach out to those outside of them. 
 

What has been done? 
You have been very generous. Here are the total amounts to date that has been donated for this project: 
         St. Raymond   $9,420 
         St. Mary          $7,865 
 
Thanks to your generosity, the parishes have been able to purchase some state-of-the-art livestream equipment. The total cost to date 
for the equipment is $6,000 for each parish. The equipment was ordered on June 2nd. Some of the equipment was on back order for 
the month of June. We now have the equipment. It was installed at St. Mary’s two weeks ago and we’re working this past week to in-
stall it at St. Raymond’s. 
 

What is this new equipment capable of? 
The new equipment consists of: 
- A new computer to run the audio/visual set up,  
- A livestream switcher, which allows us to quickly and smoothly move between multiple camera angles if we choose, put countdowns  
   before livestreams begin, and to add other features to the livestream video, such as inputting graphics: pre-set logos, photos, and text 
  (such as the prayers used at Mass) onto the video of the livestream.  
- A joystick with which we could manually move the camera.  
- A camera which has 360 degrees of rotation and 20x zoom. This will allow us to zoom close to the altar, zoom out for a wider shot  
   (which will be nice for events like funerals, weddings, and Family Faith Formation talks).  
- Audio equipment which will allow us to connect directly into the Church’s main audio system. This means that there will be no extra  
  microphones, but the audio from the parish sound system will feed directly into the livestream video. The sound will be much clearer  
  and without an echo. 

 

What remains to be done? 
After a successful installation and a couple of tests, we will be 
able to livestream both weekend and weekday Masses on the 
parishes’ Facebook pages. We hope that will be completed by 
the time you read this or within the week thereafter.  
What we will need is a number of “Tech Volunteers” at both 
parishes who would be willing to operate the livestream at 
each of the Sunday Masses. The tasks required to run the 
livestream for each Mass would not be difficult, even if you 
have little experience with technology. If you or someone you 
know would be interested in volunteering in this way, please 
contact Fr. Sedlacek or Fr. Sakowski. 
 
Many thanks again to our generous donors and to those who 
put in countless hours to move this project toward comple-
tion, especially staff members Bonnie Firkus, Bob Gryzb, and 
Charlie Thurner, and volunteers John Glassbrenner and Zane 
Cullinan!  
 
 
 
 

 
Fr. Sedlacek sitting in front of the new livestream equipment 


